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EDITORIAL 

It is a pleasure to note the evolution of the movement to 
give a scientific in te rpre ta t ion to the vast s tore of biological, 
psychological and pathological facts available for s tudy in our 
public ins t i tu t ions for feeble-minded and epileptic. It is a long 
j u m p from that first beg inn ing of psychological studies by Dr. 
Wyl i e , while nominal ly serv ing as pharmacis t at Far ibaul t , to the 
world renowned work of Goddard at Vineland, H u e y at Lincoln, 
and the brief work of Wal l in at Skil lman and Lange at Glenwood, 
and the sys temat ic and intensive s tudies of K u h l m a n n at Fari
bault . Whi le the Far ibaul t labora tory was provided in 1900 with 
a sui te of seven rooms for research and clinical s tudies, including 
bacter io logy and psychology. pho tography , lectures, etc., and all 
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modestly equipped with appara tus , Dr. Wyl ie ' s studies in sense 
reactions and ergograph readings were conducted between t imes 

|pwhen not filling prescriptions, and it remained for New Jersey 
Bio secure the full recognition of the depar tment of research inde-

pendent of routine adminis t ra t ive duties. 

The increased opportuni t ies for scientific research are a 
tribute to the foresight and breadth of mind of members of insti-
tution boards, who, while obliged to keep in close touch with 
public sentiment, are big enough to assist in educat ing it and 
thus securing support for research. The public can always be 
depended upon (I) to assist its afflicted members , and (2) to fos
ter wisely directed investigations for causes of social defect or 
distress. Whi le the public will not pat ient ly support wasteful 
expenditures, it will always support and approve liberal care as 
against that type of economy that results in neglect of personal 
care. This it always condemns when the facts are known. So 

k i t will a lways support scientific investigation when there is a 
reasonable prospect that it will produce definite information as 
to how to lessen human affliction or social misery. It is to be 
hoped that this movement is now in the process of healthy and 
permanent growth, but to insure its continued support and pre-

I serve for it the confidence of the public, it is impor tant tha t it 
should be conducted in a scientific spirit. It must be devoid of 
spectacular features and those who engage in it should have 
the patience to be thorough and critical, p romulga t ing only t ru th . 

A. C. Rogers . 
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This work is the first fruit in book form of the realization of the long 
I desired plan of placing an investigator upon the staff of our public insti

tutions for the feeble-minded and epileptics, who could devote himself to pure 
scientific investigation, unencumbered by executive 

ever present 
handicap of the most enthusiastic superintendent. 


